Lexington City Schools

LCS
T T T

Nl

A Look Into Lexingto
1 City Schools 'S

A DIVISION NEWSLE'I‘I'ER FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT -
October 2024 > = AN -w u

\

FALL IS FINALLY HERE!

The leaves are changing, cooler weather is on the way, and we have
already reached the end of our first quarter of the 2024-2025 school
year! Our first nine weeks of school have been busy and productive.
Students and faculty have settled into routines, and there is
evidence of learning everywhere you look in our schools.

Parent/teacher conferences are planned for October 24th and 25th,
and Lexington's Halloween fun is right around the corner. | hope you
and your children have a fabulous fall!

Best,
Rebecca J. Walters

Division Superintendent

Top 10 Reasons We Are Grateful for Parents & Caregivers This Fall Season

10. You read our newsletters and weekly updates. &

9. You show up for your students. &

8. You help keep our campuses safe by following procedures and routines. E-
7. You donate to our PTA programs to support school needs. &V =



6. You attend games, concerts, & special programs.

5. You communicate with our nurses when your children are sick. &
4. You are responsive to teacher requests and communication. &

3. You are quick to volunteer KKK

2. You get your children to school on time & ready to learn [

1. You support your children to be the best they can be &

We Are Grateful for Your Children ¥

Fun at Literacy Night Twin Spirit Day at LDMS  Wild About Reading

We Are Grateful for Our Staff! ¢

School Spirit ¥ Literacy Night Fun ¥ Book Tasting &

Fall Parent Teacher Conference Event

Parent Teacher Conferences are scheduled for October 24th-25th

Thursday, October 24th - 3:00-7:00PM (Two-Hour Early Release Day for Students)
Friday, October 25th - 8:00AM-12:00PM (NO SCHOOL for Students)

Conferences are not required, but we encourage any families who wish to schedule a conference
to contact your child's school office. Thank you!




LEXINGTON CITY SCHOOLS TO CELEBRATE RCHS
HOMECOMING WEEK 2024

HWES and LDMS students and staff will celebrate RCHS Homecoming Spirit Week with the
following fun spirit days:

Monday, October 21st - Mismatch Day

Tuesday, October 22nd - Neon Day

Wednesday, October 23rd - Camo Day

Thursday, October 24th - School Spirit Day

October is Bullying Prevention Month

OCTOBER IS VSBA

BULLYING

Each year in October, school divisions across Virginia emphasize the importance of anti-bullying
measures and a focus on kindness. "Bullying" means any aggressive and unwanted behavior that is
intended to harm, intimidate, or humiliate the victim; involves a real or perceived power imbalance
between the aggressor or aggressors and victim; and is repeated over time or causes severe
emotional trauma. "Bullying" includes cyber bullying. "Bullying" does not include ordinary teasing,
horseplay, argument or peer conflict. Bullying can contribute to increases in school absenteeism,
mental and physical stress, poor school performance, low self-esteem, and in some cases, school
violence.

Throughout the month of October, our schools will provide several special activities including
classroom lessons on bullying, morning announcements about bullying, and team building
activities. Our main goal is to help bring a focus on treating others with kindness and respect. A
special THANK YOU to our school counselors, Maggie Wilson at HWES and Sarah Leonard at
LDMS, for leading these programs. We encourage you to take time this month to talk with your
child about the importance of being kind and standing up to bullying. Thank you!

Two LCS Educators Nominated for People's Choice Educator of
the Year Award



Congratulations to LDMS band director and teacher, Karen Doyle, and LCS art teacher, Tracy Bond,
who have been nominated for the Chamber of Commerce 2024 People's Choice Awards as
Educator of the Year. Mrs. Doyle teaches band, chorus, music electives, and our basic cooking
elective class at the middle school. She has supported our students to earn district and regional
music awards, as well as marching and performance band awards at Kings Dominion and the
Downtown Lexington Christmas Parade. Mrs. Bond has been an art educator for over 20 years and
teaches art for grades 3-8 at Waddell Elementary School and Lylburn Downing Middle School. She
runs a summer art camp and supports local community programs through arts education
opportunities. We are proud of the work these educators do in our community!

LEXINGTON CITY SCHOOLS FULLY ACCREDITED FOR THE
2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR

LCS is pleased to announce that both Harrington Waddell
Elementary School and Lylburn Downing Middle School are fully
accredited, based on data recently released by the Virginia
Department of Education. LCS continues to show strong levels of
achievement and improvement in Standards of Learning (SOL)
results, placing the school division 2nd in the state based on
Spring 2024 SOL data for grades 3-8, according to State rankings
compiled by the Comprehensive Instructional Program (CIP).
Students in both schools exceeded the All Students benchmarks
in Reading, Math, and Science with overall pass rates well above
the state average.

In addition to excellent achievement scores, LCS significantly improved students' attendance rates,
reducing chronic absenteeism from 13.94% (in 2023) to 3.02% at Waddell Elementary School and
from 8.64% (in 2023) to 3.87% at Lylburn Downing Middle School through strong school
partnerships and regular communication with families.

LCS plans to continue its focus on continuous growth and strong student achievement through
addressing areas needing improvement, providing targeted intervention programs for students
needing support in Reading and Math, continuing the LDMS homework help program, and adding an
after-school reading tutoring program for grades K-2. The school district is in its first year
implementing a state-required division literacy plan and will continue to add to and modify the plan
through the 2024-2025 school year. As part of the plan, the elementary school will partner with
families in the development and implementation of individual student reading plans for those
students in K-3 identified at levels high-risk for reading difficulty. These efforts will continue in
grades 4-8 in the 2025-2026 school year.

We are very proud of our students, teachers, staff, administrators, and families for their incredible
work and amazing achievement results! GREAT JOB!




Harrington Waddell Elementary School Celebrates 8th
Birthday

Eight years ago, on October 3rd, 2016, the NEW Harrington Waddell
Elementary School opened its doors for the first time to 311
excited students, faculty members, and our community. Thank you

to everyone who was part of making this happen! We are blessed to have a beautiful school
building in our City.

September 15-October 15 is Hispanic Heritage Month

Our school community has been celebrating Hispanic Heritage
HERITAGE MONTH Month with many activities and experiences planned for students,
s staff, and families. Our English Language teachers, Rachel Braun
and Amelia Ditzel, are working to highlight the many cultures that
enrich our schools and home experiences. Students in both schools are exposed to daily Spanish

words and phrases during the morning announcements, can see those words and their translations
in English, Spanish, and the many additional documented languages spoken by students. Families
have been invited to collaborate with our school to build a visual collection of photographs and
words that celebrate Hispanic culture around the world.

October is National Principals Month

October is the month to honor the tireless work of school
principals nationwide. LCS is blessed to have principals, Kimberly
Troise and Abbott Keesee, who work hard every day supporting the
students, staff, and families of the Lexington City Schools
community. Ms. Troise and Dr. Keesee focus their efforts on
working with teachers, staff, and families to ensure positive
outcomes for all students, academically, socially, and emotionally.
Please reach out to let them know they truly make a difference
and are appreciated. THANK YOU!

Waddell PTA Off to a Great Start on the New Year

Waddell Elementary School's PTA is off to a great start this school year with fun activities planned
for our families and school community. The PTA hosted "Popsicles on the Playground" on the first
Friday of the new school year, hosted "Bingo Night" at the pavilion, and "Pronto for the PTA" in
September. The events were well attended, and everyone seemed to have a really fun time! The
"Trunk or Treat" at Hull's Drive-In has been planned for Thursday, October 23rd with a movie and
lots of Halloween fun! Thank you to our great PTA for all you do to support our school!




Lexington City Schools Implementing Division Literacy
Plan

LCS has implemented a Division Literacy Plan as part of the
state's Virginia Literacy Act requirements. This initiative is
focused primarily on K-5 this year but will extend to 8th grade next
year. Our goal is to support students by providing strong
instruction and support with essential literacy skills including
reading, writing, speaking, and listening. These skills are essential
for all learners, and we are excited to partner with families to help
students grow and develop. Please be sure to visit the Virginia
Literacy Act link on our division website at www.lexedu.org. Along
with information about the literacy plan and Virginia Literacy Act,
you will find family resources to help your child at home. Keep Reading!

WHAT DOES THE SCHOOL BOARD DO?

School boards are responsible for the success of public education
in their communities. Their responsibilities include:

¢ Policymaking: Creating policies that ensure compliance with
state and federal laws, and that give direction to the school
administration.

¢ Budgeting: Approving the annual budget and deciding how to spend money allocated by the
state government.

¢ Hiring and Evaluating: Hiring and evaluating the Superintendent, who is the chief executive
officer of the school board

e Facilities Management: Planning and maintaining school facilities, including new
constructions, renovations, and expansions

¢ Advocacy: Advocating for public education and the interests of their local community's youth



http://www.lexedu.org/

Board members only hold "collective authority" when they meet and act as a board, not when they
act or speak as individuals. It takes three "yes" votes for a board action to be approved.

Current LCS school board members include: Tammy Dunn, Katie Shester, LaTonya Douglas,
Brendan Perry, and Sandra Hayslette. The school board meets monthly on the second Wednesday
of the month at 5:30PM at 300 Diamond Street. The schedule of meetings is posted under the
SCHOOL BOARD tab on the division website at www.lexedu.org. THANK YOU to our school board
members for their leadership!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Lexington City Schools is currently seeking applications for
substitute teachers, food service workers, nurses, and custodians.
If you or someone you know might be interested in substituting in
our schools, please visit www.lexedu.org for more information and

to apply.

As we approach winter weather months, please make sure your
contact information is current with your child's school office so
that you receive important ParentSquare alerts via phone, text,
and/or email. In the event of inclement weather, we announce
updates via ParentSquare, local news channels, and the district
website.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

October 14-18 - National School Lunch Week

October 18 - LDMS Dance 6-8PM

October 21 - Report Cards issued today

October 23 - HWES Hull's Drive-In movie night

October 24 - Two-Hour Early Release Day for Students; Parent Conferences 3-7PM

October 25 - NO SCHOOL for Students; Parent Conferences 8AM-12PM; RCHS Homecoming
October 31 - LDMS School-wide trip to the movies; HWES Halloween Parade and Celebration
November 5 - Election Day

November 11 - Veterans Day

November 13 - World Kindness Day; School Board Meeting 5:30PM; Public Hearing on FY26 Budget
November 15 - LDMS Dance 6-8PM

November 18 - Interims go home
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November 18-22 - American Education Week

November 26 - Two-Hour Early Release Day for Students

November 27-29 - NO SCHOOL - Happy Thanksgiving!

December 11 - School Board Meeting 5:30PM

December 16 - LDMS Winter Concert

December 20 - End of Second Quarter; Two-Hour Early Release Day for Students
December 21-January 5 - NO SCHOOL - Winter Break

January 6 - Students Return for Second Semester

ABOUT US

Lexington City Schools

Lexington City Schools

300 Diamond Street
Lexington, VA 24450
(540)463-7146
www.lexedu.org
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