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We are officially halfway through the school year and are so excited
to see what the second semester brings for our Lexington City
students, faculty, and school community. As we move into January,
we hope our students and staff stay healthy so our attendance
numbers can improve for the second half of the school year. Thank
you for doing your part to support strong school attendance. If we
can support your student in any way, please let us know.

As always, we encourage you to engage with us in school and
extracurricular activities in support of your student(s) and our
community. Whether you attend games, band concerts, parent
conferences, PTA events, or family nights, volunteer in the

classroom, or join your student for lunch, I am confident you will find our schools to be nurturing,
engaging learning communities.

| wish you and your families a happy, healthy 2025!

Best,
Rebecca J. Walters
Division Superintendent



FACES OF LEXINGTON CITY SCHOOLS

Mr. Lemmer Mrs. Swenty and Henry HWES buddy students

Middle School Holiday Fun 4
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Mr. Smith decked out for Festive friends Happy Holidays!
the holiday

School Safety and Security Upgrades

LCS was recently awarded a one-time School Safety and Security Grant from the state and federal
government. The division was awarded just over $127,000 in grant funding. The following updates
and purchases have been completed to date:

¢ Purchase of additional two-way radios to assist with communications at each school

¢ Payment for annual subscription for the emergency communication app for staff members

e Purchase of a back-up camera for the LCS shuttle bus

e Purchase of an updated security camera system for the LCS shuttle bus

e Purchase and installation of three additional AED units at each school (with one placed

outside for community use, if necessary)

¢ Repairs made to the LDMS PA system

¢ Purchase of a new PA system for LDMS to be installed later in the Spring

e Security camera upgrades for LDMS and HWES



A special thank you to Director of Operations and Student Services, Jason White, and LCS
Business Manager, Erin Gregg, for their support of grant program implementation.

STATE SUPERINTENDENT FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
VISITS LEXINGTON CITY SCHOOLS

Dr. Lisa Coons visited HWES and LDMS on December
5th.

LCS faculty and students welcomed Virginia's State Superintendent
for Public Instruction, Dr. Lisa Coons, and VDOE's Chief Operating
Officer, Dr. Jeremy Raley to our schools on December 5th. At
Waddell, Dr. Coons and Dr. Raley visited elementary P.E./Music
collaborative classes with third grade, observed reading instruction
in grades K-2, joined a fourth grade morning meeting, and visited
students in fifth grade and primary art classes. At LDMS, Dr. Coons
and Dr. Raley joined students for lunch and explored several
elective and foreign language classes. We were so pleased to
welcome these special visitors to our schools!

Waddell Cereal Drive to benefit RARA




WADDELL ELEMENTARY'S

CEREAL DRIVE
TO BENEFIT RARA

January 13-17, 2025

LDMS Food Drive to benefit RCHS "Food for Thought" Food
Pantry




JOIN LDMS TO SUPPORT OUR

FOOD
DRIVE

JANUARY 13-17, 2025

Items we ar¢
collecting:

Boxed macaroni and
cheese, canned chicken
breast, canned chili, cereal,
pasta sauce in cans,
complete pancake mix,
hearty canned soups

Benefitting:

. ROCKBRIDGE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL'’S FOOD BANK , “FOOD FOR THOUGHT”

DROP LOCATION
Lylburn Downing Middle School

MIDDLE TO HIGH SCHOOL TRANSITION DETAILS
SHARED WITH SCHOOL BOARD

During the January meeting of the Lexington City School Board,
school counselor, Sarah Leonard shared middle to high school

transition plans for our students. Presentation notes will be
shared soon with all LDMS families and are posted on the
school's website. Please contact Ms. Leonard with any questions
you may have. Trojans to Wildcats!

Lylburn Downing Marching Trojans Named Best Marching Band in Lexington
Christmas Parade

Congratulations to the LDMS Marching Trojans for winning best appearing band in the 2024
downtown Lexington Christmas parade! We are so proud of our students and their band director,




Mrs. Karen Doyle! Thank you to LDMS principal, Dr. Abbott Keesee
for accepting the award on behalf of our program.

LCS Students Decorate Bags for "Be A Santa to a Senior"
Community Program

Lexington City student artists really enjoy taking part in the “Be a
Santa to a Senior” program in our hometown. Art students from
HWES and LDMS created beautiful art on gift bags delivering
presents to local senior citizens during the holiday season. We
hope all of our Lexington neighbors had an enjoyable holiday!

January 13-17 is Virginia School Principals'
Appreciation Week

THANK YOU to LCS principals, Kimberly Troise and Abbott
Keesee, for the great work they do in support of our students,
staff, families, and greater school community! You are

appreciated!

NJHS Students Volunteer at Rockbridge Christmas Baskets
Program

National Junior Honor Society students from Lylburn Downing
Middle School joined NJHS students from Maury River Middle
School to help at the Rockbridge Christmas Basket packing event
at the Virginia Horse Center. Friday volunteers constructed 1900
boxes and packed 693 food boxes in advance of Saturday morning's
community event. Students then returned to LDMS for pizza and
packing goodie bags for local senior citizens. Students caroled at




Heritage Hall, Lexington House, and at LDMS before picking up trash on school grounds and at
Richardson Park. Thank you to NJHS sponsors, Anna Swenty and Courtney Diette (MRMS) for
organizing a great day of service for our students!

SCHOOL BOARD INFORMATION

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE SCHOOL BOARD
(policy) AND THE SUPERINTENDENT (administrator)?
The School Board is a policy making body. Its policies set out the

goals and objectives for the school division. The School Board is
charged by the Constitution of Virginia and elected by the citizens
of Lexington City with governing the Lexington City Schools. The Superintendent's (administrator)

responsibility is to see that these goals and objectives are implemented efficiently and effectively.

Current school board members include: Tammy Dunn (Chair), Katie Shester (Vice Chair), LaTonya
Douglas, and new board members, Katie Masey and Kasey Potter. The school board meets monthly
on the second Wednesday of the month at 5:30PM at 300 Diamond Street (unless otherwise
announced on the district website). The schedule of meetings is posted under the SCHOOL BOARD
tab on the division website at www.lexedu.org. THANK YOU to our school board members for their

leadership!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Lexington City Schools is currently seeking applications for
substitute teachers, food service workers, nurses, custodians, and
future educators. If you or someone you know might be interested

in substituting or working in our schools, please visit
www.lexedu.org for more information and to apply.

INCLEMENT WEATHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

As we move through the winter weather months, please make sure your contact information is
current with your child's school office so that you receive important ParentSquare alerts via phone,
text, and/or email. In the event of inclement weather, we announce updates via ParentSquare, local


http://www.lexedu.org/
http://www.lexedu.org/

news channels, and the district website. If you would like to learn
more about how weather-related decisions are made, please see
the slides on the front page of our district website.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

January 13-17 - Food Drives at HWES and LDMS
January 20 - NO SCHOOL - Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
February 7 - LDMS Family Fun Night

February 12 - School Board Meeting 5:30PM at Rockbridge
Innovation Center at RCHS

February 14 - Two-Hour Early Release Day for Students;
Valentine's Day

February 17 - NO SCHOOL for Students; Teacher Workday
February 19 - LDMS Academic Showcase

February 21 - HWES PTA Talent Show

March 12 - HWES Spring Picture Day

March 13 - End of the Third Quarter

March 14 - NO SCHOOL for Students; Teacher Workday
March 21 - HWES PTA Multicultural Family Night

ABOUT US

Lexington City Schools

300 Diamond Street
Lexington, VA 24450
(540)463-7146
www.lexedu.org

Smore Templates
Smore is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters

Lexingtonay Schools



http://www.lexedu.org/




