February 14, 2025

Dear Lexington City Schools Families and Staff,

As a follow-up to my letter dated February 6th, 2025, | wanted to take this opportunity to share
some important information regarding immigration enforcement response and the rights and
protections afforded students when on school grounds. Since my initial letter was shared, our
district administrators have had the opportunity to meet with front office staff, school counselors,
our SRO, and our EL teacher to update them on responsibilities and the proper protocols to
follow if federal law enforcement officials visit one of our schools in the future. As shared with
you previously, the safety and wellbeing of our students is always our number one priority.

It is important to note that the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act protects the privacy of
student education records. In general, schools cannot share a student’s personal information
without written permission from a parent or guardian unless there is a health or safety
emergency as determined by the Division, or a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena. The
federal law also typically supersedes any state-level policy that seeks to mandate the release of
student data.

It is also important to note that Lexington City Schools does not ask if a student is documented
or undocumented, and we do not retain information regarding a student’s immigration status.
Lexington City Schools has policies in place that prohibit sharing or confirming any student’s
enrollment status or school location. Our local school board policies, consistent with state law,
also prohibit sharing a student’s address, phone number, or email address without affirmative
written consent of the parent in advance.

Additionally, schools are not allowed to permit access to students or share student records with
immigration or law enforcement agencies without parental consent or a judicial order. Absent
parental consent, federal law enforcement officials must have a judicial order, warrant, or
subpoena to obtain access to records or students. If a warrant is presented seeking access to
students, reasonable efforts will be made to contact parents before officials can interview any
student.

During this time of uncertainty, we want all of our families to know that we are here for you. If
you need any support, please reach out to your child's school office. Our principals and school
counselors can provide direct support and/or connect you with resources available in our
community.

Thank you again for your attention to this important communication. Please take care, and stay
well.

Best,
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Rebecca J. Walters
Division Superintendent


http://studentprivacy.ed.gov/ferpa

