
Using Digital Cameras to Highlight 
Multilingual Family Experiences

Connecting Home Experiences 
with Literacy Learning



As a Result of the Mini Innovation Grant Funding:
● Cameras purchased with 

last year’s Mini 
Innovation Grant funds 
were used to document 
students’ home 
experiences

● 25 Active Multilingual 
Learners at HWES & 
LDMS were invited to 
participate in the project



Stated Goal of Project:
By May 2025, 100% of the 
students participating in 
well-rounded enrichment 
projects or programs through 
the LCS Mini-Innovation Grants 
Program will demonstrate 
evidence of learning through 
participation in and completion 
of projects or learning activities.

As a Result of the Mini Innovation Grant Funding:

Results:

All students whose families elected to 
participate in the collaborative book, 

Through Our Eyes, contributed 
pictures and multilingual captions to 
the book. 

All participating students will receive 
a grant-funded final copy of the 
printed book to keep.



Mini Innovation Grant Results By the Numbers:

2023-24 2024-25

% of ML families that 
elected to participate

67% elementary only 69% elementary and 
middle school

Number of students 
involved

18/33 17/24

Languages 
represented

Bengali, English, 
Spanish, Tagalog, 
Urdu

Arabic, English, 
Hindi, Spanish, 
Tagalog, Telugu, 
Urdu

Images > 29 = 59



Steps Taken:
After families elected to participate 
with the project, students:

1. Learned to use digital cameras 
at school

2. Took photographs at home 
3. Selected their favorite 

photographs/subject matter

4. Returned the cameras for      
photograph printing

5. Took printed photographs home 
to share with families

6. Returned photographs with 
captions written in home languages 
to school  



Students were asked to photograph:

My favorite place

An activity that I enjoy

A holiday that is special to me

A tradition that I love

Something that I am proud of

Other

Note Sent Home to Families 
in Their Requested 
Language



Before Taking Home a 
Camera, Students Learned:



Examples of Originals Returned to the School:

Parents, students, and translation 
apps helped to translate the 
multilingual text.



Examples of Formatted Pages for the Book to Gift to 
Families:



Examples of Formatted Pages for the Book to Gift to 
Families:



Examples of Formatted Pages for the Book to Gift to 
Families:



Next Steps
Students & their future teachers  will receive a printed copy of 
the book to keep.

Thank you for your support!


