
Magnetic Foam 
Phonics Boards

Used by the students in Title I Reading and Reading Intervention



The mini innovation grant allowed us to purchase colorful 
student magnetic phonics boards to be split between Title I 
Reading groups and the Reading Intervention group.  They 
are valuable tools because they offer a hands-on, 
multi-sensory approach to learning phonics, making it 
engaging and effective for students, especially those who 
benefit from kinesthetic learning. These boards stimulate 
visual learning, encourage active participation, facilitate 
organization and planning.



Benefits of Using Magnetic Phonics Boards:

Multi-Sensory Learning:
Magnetic boards and tiles allow students to physically manipulate letters and 
sounds, reinforcing learning through visual, auditory, and kinesthetic 
pathways.

Supports Diverse Learning Styles:
Magnetic boards are particularly beneficial for kinesthetic learners who learn 
best through hands-on activities.



Flexible and Customizable:
Magnetic boards can be used for various phonics activities, from simple word building 
to more complex exercises involving prefixes, suffixes, and different syllable patterns. 

Engaging and Fun:
The interactive nature of magnetic boards can make learning phonics more enjoyable 
and motivating for students. 

Durable and Organized:
Magnetic boards and tiles are often designed to be durable and easy to store, making 
them a practical tool for classrooms. 

Supports Decoding and Encoding:
These kits are designed to support students with developing a strong foundation for 
decoding and encoding (spelling). 



 Improved Letter Recognition and Sound 
Association:

The tactile nature of the tiles helps students develop a stronger 
understanding of letter shapes and their corresponding sounds.

➢ Match letters on the board
➢ Place letters in alphabetical order
➢ Find the “letter name”
➢ Find the symbol that makes the /letter sound/
➢ Pick up a letter and make the /letter sound/ and tell the letter 

name



 

 Hands-On Practice:

Students can build words, practice spelling, and experiment with different 
letter combinations, making learning more interactive and engaging. 

❏ Build the word “not” with blue and red tiles
❏ Change one tile to make the word “hot”
❏ Change one tile to make the word “hop”
❏ Change one tile to make the word “hip”
❏ Change one tile to make the word “ship”  ( green tile replacement)
❏ Take away one tile and add two tiles to make the word “flip”
❏ Take away one tile and add two tiles to make the word “flint”
❏ Take away two tiles and add one tile to make the word “fleet” (pink tile 

replacement)





 

Enhanced Spelling Skills:

● By manipulating letters to form words, students 
improve their spelling skills and learn about letter 
patterns and phonics rules. 

● Letter formation is not interfering with their ability to 
complete a task.



Goal: Students identified to be at high risk for developing reading 
difficulties by VALLSS (Virginia Language and Literacy Screening System) 
will understand the relationship between letters (graphemes) and their 
corresponding sounds (phonemes) to improve  code based reading 
(decoding and encoding).

● Students in Kindergarten, First, Second, and Third Grade will be screened in the 
fall to determine the risk for developing reading difficulties by VALLSS.

● Students that are identified as high risk will receive extra support in reading.
● Students will use the magnetic foam phonics boards as one tool to improve code 

based reading skills.
● Appropriate phonics concepts will be taught using a structured approach that 

uses a multisensory, explicit, and systematic method to support struggling 
readers and writers.

● Students determined to be at high risk for developing reading difficulties will be 
reevaluated by VALLSS mid-year and in Spring to evaluate improvement.



H. Waddell Growth (Fall to Mid Year)
Spring Results will be available mid-May

               FALL                                                       Mid-Year
Grade  Students   High Risk        %             Students  High Risk        %           Improvement

K          52          12          23%        52            5           15%       +8%       

1st       61          12          20%        62            6           10%       +10%                                 

2nd      52          18          35%        52           13          25%       +10%                             

3rd       58            8          14%        19            4           10%        +4%    



 

"Today a reader, 
tomorrow a 
leader.”
                                                                                  Margaret Fuller



Thanks for 
providing the 

funds to  
purchase these 

instructional 
tools!

Ellie Bahhur, 
Sherry Miller, and 
Hannah Straub


